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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicanfs arguments with respect to claim 1-1 3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if ttie international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in ttie English language. 

Claim 1-7, 10-12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kobayashi et al (Patent Number US 6,556,713). 

Regarding claim 1 and 12, an image retrieving method for providing images as 
the results of retrieval, comprising the steps of: prompting a user to select one attribute 
information item or a plurality of attribute information items from attribute information 
items prepared in advance and to assign the selected attribute Information to a 
designated area of an image which is divided into a plurality of area (see column7 line 
28-50); and retrieving images, which have area-attribute information produced using the 
selected attribute information in combination with information specifying an area of the 
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image which is divided into a plurality of areas, from an image database and providing 
the retrieved images(see column12 rme6-10). 

Regarding claim2, An image retrieving method according to claim 1 , said steps of 
providing the retrieved images comprising the steps of: detecting corresponding areas 
within retrieved images in which attribute information common to the retrieved images is 
found(see figure22 steps s2205) ; and displaying the detected corresponding areas 
within file images in corresponding area on an output display means on which the 
images are displayed or represented(see figure22 steps s2209). 

Regarding claim3, An image retrieving method according to claim 1, wherein a 
range of retrieval is changed by performing any of the following manipulations: a 
manipulation of narrowing the range of retrieval by assigning one attribute information 
item or a plurality of attribute information items to one area or a plurality of areas to 
which attribute information has not been assigned (see figure 1 1 element 111 and 113); 
. a manipulation of narrowing the range of retrieval by adding one attribute information, 
item or a plurality of attribute information items to one area or a plurality of areas to 
which attribute information has already been assigned( see figure 10 element 102 and 
103); a manipulation of expanding the range of retrieval by deleting one attribute 
information item or a plurality of attribute information items from one area or a plurality 
of areas to which attribute information has already been assigned(see figure 1 1 element 
1 1 1 and 1 1 3); a manipulation of narrowing the range of retrieval by assigning the same 
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attribute information item or attribute information items as one attribute information item 
or a plurality of attribute information items, which is found in one area or a plurality of 
areas to which attribute information has already been assigned, to another area or 
another plurality of areas; a manipulation of changing the range of retrieval by changing 
the assignee of one attribute information item or a plurality of information items, which is 
found in one area or a plurality of areas to which attribute information has already been 
assigned, into another area or another plurality of areas(see figure 1 1 element 1 1 1 and 
113); and a manipulation of changing the range of retrieval by changing one attribute 
information item or a plurality of attribute information Items, which is found in one area 
or a plurality of areas to which attribute information has already been assigned, into 
another attribute information item or another plurality of attribute information items( see 
figure 10 element 102 and 103). 

Regarding claim4, an image retrieving method according to claim 1 or 3, wherein 
when a line, a shape, or a texture is drawn on an area specifying means that is used to 
assign attribute information to a designated area, attribute information representing the 
line oriented in the direction of drawing or attribute information representing the shape 
or texture is added to attribute information concerning an area within an image to be 
produced which corresponds to the area on the area specifying means in which the line, 
shape, or texture has been drawn (see columni 1 line20-27). 
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Regarding claims. An image database creating method for a database of image 
attribute information used to retrieve an image, comprising the steps of: dividing an 
image into a plurality of areas which are retrieved, extracting image features from each 
area, and providing the image features as attribute information (see column12 lines 6- 
10); producing area-attribute information using the attribute information in combination 
with information specifying the area of an image which is divided into a plurality of 
areas(see column12 lines 6-10); and recording the area attribute information in a 
database in association with the image(see column? line 27-50). 

Regarding claim6 and 10, An image retrieving device comprising: an attribute 
selecting means for selecting attribute information concerning an image area of an 
image which is divided into a plurality of areas (see figurel KB); an area specifying 
means for assigning the attribute information to a designated area of an image which is 
divided into a plurality of area (see figurel KB); an area-attribute information database 
in which area-attribute infomiation produced using the attribute information in 
combination with information specifying the area is recorded(see figurel disk); an image 
database in which image data to be provided is recorded (see figurel disk); an image 
retrieving means for retrieving images that have attribute information, which is selected 
by said attribute selecting means, found in the areas thereof corresponding to the area 
designated by said area specifying means; and a means for displaying the retrieved 
images, wherein said image retrieving means retrieves the images of an area of an 
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image that is divided into a plurality of area from said area attribute information 
database (see figurel element 16,17 and 18). 



Regarding claim?, an image retrieving device according to claim 6,wherein said a 
means for displaying the retrieved jmages comprising: a common area-attribute 
detecting means for detecting corresponding areas within retrieved images in which 
attribute information common to the retrieved images (see figurel element 16,17 and 
18). 

Regarding claimi 1, An image database creating device according to claim 10, 
wherein an image is displayed, any symbol or keyword is assigned to one area or a 
plurality of areas within the image, the symbol or keyword is combined with information 
specifying the area, and the resultant information is treated as area-attribute information 
set forth in claim 1 (see column7 line 27-50). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kobayashi 

et al (Patent Number US 6,556,713) as applied to claim4-f2 above, and further in view 

A 

of Nikawa et al (Patent Number US 6,834,130). 



Regarding claims, see the teaching of Kobayashi et al above. Kobayashi does 
not teach image being displayed sequentially. However Nikawa et al teaches displaying 
image sequentially (see columni line 29-35). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate displaying of image sequentially as in Nikawa et al in to 
Kobayashi et al system because it would make retrievinig much effective. 



Claims and 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

f-ycA^ lO-i 

Kobayashi et al (Patent Number US 6,556,713) as applied to claiming above, and 

A 

further in view of Tanahashi et al (Patent Number US 5,533,186). 



Regarding claim8 and 13, see the teaching of Kobayashi et al above. Kobayashi 
does not teach a synthetic Image of the corresponding areas within the retrieved images 
is displayed or the corresponding areas within the retrieved images are displayed while 
being sequentially switched. However Tanahashi teaches a synthetic image (symbols) 
of the corresponding areas within the retrieved images is displayed (see column6 Iine2- 
7) 
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One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate displaying of synthetic image as in Tanahashi et al in to 
Kobayashi et al method because it would help the user to confirm the retrieval result. 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 
571-270-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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